


I share the concerns re: how we can measure a 10% goal absent good baseline
data and problems with monitoring variability, but think it's still really
important to have some numeric goals but maybe add goals like those
suggested by Joe. Hopefully by highlighting our lack of baseline info
priority toxics we will help create the funding to gather this data quickly
and that the data is robust enough to be able to serve as a valuable
reference point for a later assessment of our progress.

I also think we should consider another numeric goal for "Known Source
Reductions" that would reflect a tally of load reductions that are achieved
through specific cleanups or new pollution controls measures.  Columbia
Riverkeeper is starting to do this with our Clean Water Act enforcement
actions against point sources- and for several sites we can now document
that requiring a discharger to adopt a new control technology resulted in a
toxics load decrease of 800 pounds of toxic X or a 50 to 90% reductions in
annual toxic loads from the facility. State agencies could pretty easily do
similar calculations during NPDES permit renewals and Riverkeeper is now
finalizing our toxic load evaluation from the 25 NPDES "majors" currently
discharging on the Columbia so there will soon be at least some reference
point for point source majors.

Similarly, estimating PCB load reductions achieved through cleanup efforts
at Bradford Island, or new cleanups at Hanford could be valuable for showing
progress, but I presume not as simple of a task. This additional metric
wouldn't answer the important question of how this is benefiting the
receiving waters as in river data would, but I think showing toxics load
reductions is important to build broader support for toxics redux on the
Columbia and should be considered in addition to the broader 10% for the
Columbia itself.

Thanks- brent foster, columbia riverkeeper
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Subject: Comment: Columbia River Toxics Reduction Working Group:

Michael and others,

I was reading a business paper this weekend and ran across an article
regarding "goals," which we discussed at last week's working group meeting.
The quote from the paper was "...I learned that for goal-setting to be
worthwhile, a goal must meet certain criteria. The goal must be achievable,
it must be time limited, and it must be measurable." If we really want our
goals to be worthwhile, we are facing some difficulties. Without having the
baseline data first, the progress in achieving our goals can not be
measured (this was discussed at our meeting). Without the baseline, we also
can not apply a meaningful timeframe, and we will not know if our goals are
achievable. We need to obtain baseline data on toxics, both spatially and
temporally, in order to develop meaningful goals. If we decide to key in on
certain areas (for example, removal of contaminants from the Bonneville Dam
area, where the problem has been quantified by the COE), we can be
successful in establishing meaningful goals. If we say that PBDE loads to
the basin will be reduced by 10 percent by 2011, we will not know if we are
successful because we don't know the current loading. If we have a goal to
ban the use of a toxic compound by a certain date, however, we can be
successful. Just thinking out loud on this one.

Regards,

Joe Rinella, Supervisory Hydrologist
U.S. Geological Survey
2130 S.W. 5th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97201
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